
 
 

Director of Engineering 

2NDNATURE Software Inc | Santa Cruz, CA (In-Office Preferred) | Full-time 

About 2NDNATURE 

We're a SaaS company providing stormwater management software to municipalities and 
corporations. Our flagship product, 2NFORM, helps cities manage MS4 permit compliance, 
while Rainsteward serves corporate landholders. We live our personal missions by building the 
change we want to see in the world. We're a small, focused team serving customers who 
depend on secure, reliable software to meet regulatory requirements. We are looking for new 
teammates who are driven by passion, integrity and a desire to grow as individuals and as part 
of our team.  

The Opportunity 

We're at an inflection point. Our products work, our dozens of customers nationwide rely on us, 
and we're ready to invest in engineering leadership that can take our software solutions to the 
next level. We need someone to assess our current systems, strengthen our engineering 
practices, and build a sustainable technical foundation while continuing to deliver value to 
customers. 

This is a hands-on leadership role. You'll work directly with our developers, collaborate closely 
with our CEO and Chief Product Officer, and have real influence over our technical direction. 

What You'll Do 

●​ Lead from the front: Be hands-on—reviewing code, contributing where needed, and 
setting technical direction by example, not just delegation. 

●​ Assess and strengthen: Evaluate the security and durability of our current systems, 
identify risks, and prioritize what needs attention now vs. later. 

●​ Elevate engineering practices: Strengthen our development processes—establishing 
testing standards, documentation practices, code review protocols, and CI/CD pipelines. 

●​ Define the roadmap: Work with our CEO and Chief Product Officer to create a medium- 
and long-term technical strategy that balances customer needs, technical sustainability, 
and business goals. 
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●​ Meet with Customer IT Teams: Communicate the technical aspects and requirements of 
our solution to new and existing software customers. This may include leading technical 
specification sections of RFPs.  

●​ Mentor and develop: Provide hands-on technical guidance and mentorship to our 
developers—helping them adopt modern tools and practices and grow their capabilities. 

●​ Collaborate transparently: Present options, explain trade-offs, surface risks early, and 
make decisions collaboratively with leadership. 

Who You Are 

●​ A builder at heart: You're energized by creating solutions, not just maintaining systems. 
You are passionate about development from shipping improvements and seeing tangible 
impact from your work. 

●​ Experienced and pragmatic: 7+ years in software engineering with meaningful 
experience leading and developing engineering teams; you've built systems that last. 

●​ An AI believer: Curious and motivated by the potential AI tools to bring to software 
engineering. 

●​ Hands-on, not hands-off: You're comfortable writing code, reviewing PRs, and getting 
into the details while also thinking strategically about architecture and roadmap. 

●​ A builder of sustainable systems: You understand that long-term maintainability, 
security, and code quality are essential. 

●​ A patient teacher: You can meet developers where they are, introduce new tools and 
practices effectively, and help teams level up their skills. 

●​ A clear communicator: You can explain technical concepts to non-technical 
stakeholders, present options with pros/cons, and build trust through transparency. 

●​ Effective with small teams: You don't need a large organization to make an impact; you 
thrive in environments where you can work directly with developers and see immediate 
results. 

●​ Aligned with our stage: We're building for the long haul with customers who need 
stability and reliability. 

Must/Nice to Have 

●​ Must have experience with SaaS products serving government or regulated industries. 
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●​ Nice to have a background in GIS, environmental, or compliance software. 

●​ Must have basic familiarity with SOC2 or similar security/compliance frameworks. 

●​ Must have experience modernizing codebases, adopting quickly emerging AI tools and 
establishing engineering best practices. 

Location 

We strongly prefer candidates local to Santa Cruz, CA, who can work in the office at least 3 days 
per week with the CEO and Chief Product Officer. Our office is based in Santa Cruz, a block from 
the beach. 

What We Offer 

●​ The opportunity to shape engineering culture and technical direction 

●​ Direct collaboration with the CEO and the Chief Product Officer—your voice matters 

●​ A small, mission-driven team doing work with real environmental and civic impact 

●​ Competitive salary and benefits—just keep our ICP and size in mind 

Reporting Structure 

This role reports to the CEO and works closely with the Chief Product Officer and science team. 

Application Requirements 

Interested individuals are expected to submit a thoughtful cover letter and resume to 
careers@2ndnaturewater.com.  
 
2NDNATURE provides equal employment opportunities for team members and candidates 
regardless of race, color, religion, national origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
age, marital status, veteran status, military status, or disability in accordance with local, state, 
and federal guidelines. We value reliable and committed teammates who take ownership and 
are passionate about helping communities build water resiliency. 
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